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By Fr. Gerald Curry, S.F.M.

Deo G. Kernahan
1937–2001

BORN: August 31, 1937 
(Trinidad, West Indies) 

RELIGION: Hinduism 

IMMIGRATED TO CANADA: 1968 (with
wife, Devi, and daughter, Dhristi) 

PROFESSION: teacher, broadcaster,
public speaker, interfaith consultant 

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS:
• Vision TV—broadcaster, 

program consultant
• Hindu Institute of Learning—

past vice-president 
• Canadian Council of Hindus—

founding member and past president
• Urban Alliance on Race 

Relations—founding member and
past president

• World Conference on Religion
and Peace—past national president

• Trintocan—co-founder and past
vice-president (Trintocan transports
clothing and medical supplies from
Canada to the poor in Trinidad) 

• Scarboro Missions Interfaith
Desk—founding member 

DIED: Dec. 5, 2001 (Toronto)

Deo Kernahan: A great soul
By Paul McKenna

Agreat soul has passed from our midst. Some
people described him as the father of the inter-
faith movement in Toronto. But Deo Kerna-

han’s compassionate vision stretched far beyond
Toronto. Here was a truly global citizen whose life was
a brilliant testament to interracial, intercultural, interre-
ligious and international cooperation. 

How to describe an individual who was loved and
respected by so many; who challenged and supported
so many in their life journeys; whose gentleness, pas-
sion, laughter and hospitality warmed the hearts of so
many. 

Like Mahatma Gandhi whom he admired and
whose philosophy he studied and taught, Deo exempli-
fied the very best of Hinduism. In fact, the setting for
Scarboro Missions’ first encounter with Deo Kernahan
was a Gandhian educational event. In 1995, Scarboro
invited members of several religions to comment on
Gandhi’s philosophy of nonviolence. Deo gave the
keynote address. 

This gathering sparked the creation of the Scarboro
Missions Interfaith Desk. We were so moved by Deo’s
grace and charm that we invited him to join us in our
interfaith journey. This was a wise decision on our
part. In recent years, Scarboro Missions has been very
successful in its interfaith endeavours. Much of our
success is directly attributable to the wisdom and
expertise of Deo Kernahan. 

Deo’s interfaith career took him to the Vatican twice.
His second visit occurred in 1999 when 230 representa-
tives of 20 religions converged upon Rome. This was
the largest interfaith gathering ever convened by the
Catholic Church. As guests of John Paul II, this multi-
faith contingent met to establish goals for interfaith
cooperation in the new millennium. Here’s what Deo
said about the gathering: 

“The Vatican conference on interreligious 
dialogue was a triumph of a Church that seeks to
promote interfaith harmony. At this gathering, all
religions sat as equals and shared their hopes that
interreligious collaboration will forge a human
family ruled by justice and peace.” 

Deo’s death has left a vacuum in our midst. How to
reconcile the loss of this beautiful Hindu man who
walked with us? We are consoled that we can pray
with and for Deo. 

Shanti is the Hindu word for peace. For Deo, our
prayer is and always will be Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti.∞

To remember Deo is to
remember a gentle and
compassionate man who

profoundly affected me. He was
my mentor, not only in my
interfaith journey, but also in
the journey of life.

I met Deo here at Scarboro
Missions when he came to help
us prepare for our first inter-
faith event. The event focused
on Mahatma Gandhi’s way to
peace through nonviolence.

It was the first of many times
Deo and I met, as he became a
foundational member of our
Interfaith Desk. He enabled us
to relate to people of many
faiths, including his own
beloved Hindu people.

In a quiet way he shared his
wisdom with us and accepted
us not only as colleagues, but
also as friends. Scarboro Mis-
sions owes much to Deo whose
respect for us as an organization
and as individuals blessed us
on our interfaith journey.

I was privileged to attend a
memorial for Deo at the Vedic

Cultural Centre, a Hindu tem-
ple here in Toronto. Deo’s
daughter, Dhristi, thanked
those who attended, and her
words continue to stay with me:
“My father,” she said,
“belonged to everyone.”

Deo gave himself as a teacher
to his students, as a husband
and father to his family. He
gave himself to his beloved
Trinidad by organizing humani-
tarian aid to that country. He

gave himself to Canada, his
adopted homeland, to which he
was ever grateful. And he gave
himself in his service of a better
and more human civil society.

I want to thank his wife,
Devi, and daughter, Dhristi, for
sharing Deo with me and with
so many others. 

In my journey to truth, to
light and to immortality, I con-
tinue to feel Deo’s presence.
And, in a special way, I dedi-
cate this interfaith edition of
Scarboro Missions magazine to
his memory.∞

O LORD! LEAD US FROM UNTRUTH TO TRUTH

LEAD US FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

LEAD US FROM DEATH TO IMMORTALITY.
(Hindu prayer recited at 

Deo Kernahan’s memorial)
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Pope emphasizes interfaith 
dialogue in the training of priests

In a message to the seminary 
directors of France earlier this year,

the Holy Father called for a “solid
formation” of future priests, and
emphasized the importance of 
interreligious dialogue. The Pope
stated that “the knowledge of Christ
requires you to become involved—
with generosity and determination—
in solid human, spiritual, intellectual
and pastoral formation.” He went on
to say that priests of the 21st century
would need to learn skills in intercul-
tural and interreligious dialogue. 

Thank you Brian!
The Scarboro Missions

Interfaith Desk wishes to 
recognize the contribution 
of Brian Gauthier to our
work. Brian’s friendly spirit,

combined with his capacity for hard work, 
contributes greatly to the success of our
interfaith events. Whether he is parking
cars for the participants at the events, or
stuffing envelopes for the many mailings
sent out by the Desk, Brian’s faithful sup-
port continues to be of great help and
encouragement.

                                                  


